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m THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1. (Currently amended) An apparatus for providing automatic gain control for iise in a 
satellite terminal of a satellite commimication system, said satellite communication system 
capable of transmitting data in a plurality of different broadcast modes of datfl » said apparatus 
comprising: 

a demodulator circuit having an analog to digital converter; 

a first variable attenuator having an attenuation value set on the basis of a measiired 
power level of a predetermined data signal; and 

a second variable attenuator having an attenuation value set on the basis of the broadcast 
mode of data being transmitted by said satellite tominal communication system, each of said 
data broadcast modes having a corresponding predetermined attenuation value associated 
therewith which is utilized as the attenuation value of said second variable attenuator when said 
satellite terminal receives said data mode . 

2. (Original) The apparams of claim 1, wherein said first variable attenuator and said 
second variable attenuator are operative for maintaining the input power level to said analog to 
digital converter within a predetermined range. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said jfirst variable attenuator comprises a 
variable gain amplifier, said variable gain amphfier having an input control signal representing 
the measured power level of said predetermined data signal, said input control signal being 
updated such that said variable gain amplifier compensates for variations in the pow^ level of 
said predetermined data signal over time, 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said input control signal comprises a 
modulated signal which is continuously fed to said variable gain amplifier, said modulated signal 
being generated by a circuit operative for tracking changes in the power level of said 
predetermined data signal during operation of said satellite terminal. 
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5, (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said second variable 
attenuator comprises a programmable gain amplifier, said programmable gain amplifier be beinp 
programmed to the predetermined attenuation value corresponding to the da^ broadcast mode ef 
utilized to transmit the data being processed by said demodulator. 

6- (Cuixemly amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said broadcast data mode ef 
being utilized to transmit the data to be received by the demodulator is known a priori such that 
said programmable gain amplifier can be programmed to the predetemiined attenuation value 
corresponding to the given data broadcast mode prior to said demodulator processing such data. 

7. (Currently amended) A method for providing automatic gain control for use in a 
satellite terminal of a satellite comTuunication system, said satellite communication system 
capable of transmitting data in a plurality of different broadcast modes e f data, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

measuring a power level of a predetermined data signal received by said satelUte 
terminal, 

adjusting an attenuation value of a first variable attenuator on the basis of said measured 
power level of said predetermined data signal, 

adjusting an attenuatiou value of a second variable attenuator on die basis of the 
broadcast mode of data being received transmitted by said satellite torminal communication 
system, each of said daita broadcast modes having a corresponding predetermined attenuation 
value associated titierewith which is utilized as the attenuation value of said second variable 
attenuator when said sateDite terminal receives said data mode, 

wherein said first variable attenuator and said second variable attenuator are operative for 
maintaining the input power level to an analog to digital converter contained in a demodulator of 
said satellite terminal within a predetermined range. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein said first variable attenuator comprises a 
variable gain amplifier, said variable gain amplifier having an input control signal representing 
the measured power level of said predetermined data signal, said input control signal being 
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updated such that said variable gain amplifier compensates for variations in the power level of 
said predetemiined data signal over time, 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein said input control signal comprises a 
modulated signal which is continuously fed to said variable gain amplifier, said modulated signal 
being generated by a circuit operative for tracking changes in the power level of said 
predetermined data signal during operation of said satellite teiminal, 

10. (Cuiiently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said second variable 
attenuator comprises a programmable gain amplifier, said programmable gain amplifier be being 
programmed to the predetennined attenuation value corresponding to the daia broadcast mode ef 
utilized to transmit the data being processed by said demodulator. 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein said data broadcast mode 
being utilized to transmit ef the data to be received by the demodulator is known a priori such 
that said programmable gain amplifier can be programmed to the predetermined attenuation 
value corresponding to the given data broadcast mode prior to said demodulator processing such 
data. 



12. (Currently amended) An ^jparatus for providmg automatic gain control for use in a 
satellite terminal of a satellite communication system, said satellite communication system 
capable of transmitting data in a plurality of different broadcast modes of data , said apparatus 
con^rising: 

means for measuring a power level of a predetermined data signal received by said 
satellite terminal, 

means for adjusting an attenuation value of a first variable attenuator on the basis of said 
measured power level of said predetemiined data signal, 

means for adjusting an attenuation value of a second variable attenuator on the basis of 
the broadcast mode being transmitted of data boing reooivod by said satellite communication 
system terminal, each of said data broadcast modes having a corresponding predetermined 
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a«— value associated therewith wMchisutilizedas^c attenuation 
vari.bleattenuatorwhen5aidsateUitetennii,alreceiv«saiddata«o4e, 

.... wv^ableattenuatorandsaidsecondvariableattmaatorareopemtivef^^ 
: level to an analog to digital converter contained in a demodulator of 



maintaining the input power 1 
said satelUte terminal willun a predetemiined range. 

13 (Original) meapparatusofclaiml2,whereinsaidfirstvariabIeattenuntor 
comprises a variable gain a^pUf-, said variable gain anapHfier having an input control signal 
represantingthemea^edpower level of sddpredetermineddatasignal, said inpm 
s^al being updated such d.at said variable gain amplifier compensates for var^at^on^ 

power level of said predetermined data signal over time. 

14 (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said input control signal comprises a 
modulated signal wHch is continuously fed to saidvariable gain amplifier, saidmodul^^^^ 

being generated by a circuit operative for tracking changes in the power level of sard 
predetermined data signal during operation of said satelhte temunal. 

15 (Currently amended) lUe apparatus of claim 12, wherem saxd second variable 
attenuator comprises a programmable gam amphfier, said programmable gam amplifier be ^ 
programmedto thepredetermined attenuation value corresponding to dxe d^ 

.tiu..^ to transmit the data being processed by said demodulator. 

16 (Currentlyamended) TT.e apparatus of clahn 15. wherein said data ^oadcast mode 

value colpondingto the givenda^afcm^n^odcpriortosaidd^^^^^^^ 
data. 



